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“Allegory of the Cave”    

1.  Where are the prisoners in relation to the fire and the parapet?

2.  Why are the prisoners unable to describe the prisoners on either side of them?

3.  On a literal level, what do the shadows represent?

4.  How would the upper world differ from the lower world?

5.  What would the freed prisoner think of his life in the cave?

6.  What does the ascent through the cave to the upper world represent?

7.  When the prisoner returns to the cave, how do the people in the cave react to him?

8.  In this society, how are people chained?

9.  Is there a reality beyond the material world?

10.  What are some of the images we see in our world and how, if at all, do they relate to reality?

11.  Draw a visual representation of the cave.
