Notes on the Kingdoms of the Ancient Middle East








Hittites


  warlike people who invaded the Tigris-Euphrates Valley from Asia Minor about 1600 BCE


first people to make extensive use of iron weapons


also known for their laws which were less brutal than Hammurabi’s


only treason warranted death while most crimes called for fines to pay for damages


conquered & looted Babylon but were too far from their base in Asia Minor and withdrew


remained a powerful in the region until the 1200s BCE








Assyrians


  fierce, cruel, warlike people


conquered the world’s largest empire in their time


excelled at warfare


used terrorism to control their enemies


achievements include extensive roads, efficient postal system, and library at Nineveh


preserved the literary works of the area by collecting the clay cuneiform tablets


defeated by the Chaldeans in 612 BCE








Chaldeans


  known as the Neo-Babylonians because they were descended from the ancient Babylonians


most famous ruler was Nebuchadnezzar


built the Hanging Gardens of Babylon (one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World)


architect of the Babylonian Captivity when the remaining two tribes of Judah were taken prisoners in Babylon


short-lived kingdom - falls in 539 BCE to the Persians








Persians


  large powerful empire


begun by Cyrus the Great in 550 BCE


conquers Babylon in 539 BCE


government was extremely efficient


King’s Eyes & Ears - helped Persian ruler govern by keeping tabs on everything


practiced toleration - allowed the Hebrews to return to Palestine and practice their religion


built the famous Royal Road from Susa to Sardis


known for their powerful army of 10,000 Immortals


religion was key cultural contribution to the world


Zoroastrianism taught good and evil were constantly fighting each other


Ahura Mazda was good and Ahriman was evil


good would eventually defeat evil at the end of time


taught that lying was the worst sin 


final judgment was based on reward & punishment and those who follow Ahura Mazda will be rewarded


empire declines over time and will fall to Alexander the Great in 331 BCE





























Phoenicians


  consisted of a loose union of city-states ruled by different kings


main city-states were Tyre & Sidon


lack of fertile soil and blocked by mountains tot he east forced the Phoenicians to take to the sea for its living


became the Mediterranean’s greatest sailors & traders	


known for its valuable purple dye


known for establishing colonies throughout the Mediterranean Sea


most famous colony was Carthage


responsible for spreading culture through its contact with so many different cultures


cultural diffusion


developed the first alphabet which will used by the Greeks








Hebrews


  ancestors to modern-day Jews who had a great influence on the region and its history


father of the Hebrew - Abraham


originally from the city of Ur in Mesopotamia


migrated to Canaan at Yahweh’s command


establish covenant (agreement) with Yahweh to obey Him in return for His care


enslaved in Egypt around 1500 BCE and freed in the Exodus by Moses around 1200 BCE


Moses established a new covenant with Yahweh through the Ten Commandments (the moral laws of man given to Moses at Mt. Sinai)


Ten Commandments laid the foundation of monotheism and emphasized the Hebrew belief in moral, ethical behavior ( ethical monotheism ( greatest contribution


history of the Hebrew people contained in the Old Testament


first five books of the Old Testament is called the Torah


relates the moral code of the Hebrew people ( Mosaic Law


similar to Hammurabi’s Code but place higher value on human life


King Saul - first King of the Hebrews


experiences height of power under King David and King Solomon


Solomon known for his wisdom and building the Temple of Jerusalem


Solomon overtaxes the Hebrews and the Kingdom is divided after his death


Judah and Israel


Israel conquered by the Assyrians


Judah c
